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DRAFT MINUTES OF PAKENHAM PARISH MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 – VILLAGE HALL, PAKENHAM 

 
Present: Cllr H Painter (Chairman), M Bagnell, N. Davey, D Dorling, C Palfrey and B. Sidebotham. 
Eleven members of the public also attended 
Mrs S Brown parish clerk took the minutes 
 
Councillor H Painter Chairman of the Parish Council welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

1. Apologies: None received.  
2. To sign the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 24th May, 2017: All present agreed 

that the minutes should be signed as a true record 
3. County Councillor’s Report:  Councillor Hopfensperger attended, the annual report is 

attached. The Clerk to send information from the report on the Suffolk Warm Homes Fund 
to the Village Newsletter with contact details. Cllr Hopfensperger advised an engineer had 
been out to look at the further damage to Bailey Pool Bridge and was currently awaiting the 
report (possibility of putting in bollards to prevent further damage). An engineer will also be 
contacting a resident in Grimstone End re flooding. The gates for Upper Town have been 
ordered but currently do not have a date for installation. Cllr Dorling highlighted the large 
patch on Fen Road which is particularly unsafe for cyclists, Cllr Hopfensperger advised this is 
on the list but currently classed as a non-urgent repair when resources and time is available. 
Cllr Hopfensperger advised she will continue to chase the matter and will get an inspector 
out to re-look at the patch. Cllr Painter advised again the 100mm deep pothole next to the 
manhole at Upper Town which is particularly dangerous to cyclists. A resident highlighted 
the blocked drain on Thurston Road. Cllr Hopfensperger advised engineers have been out 
and SCC have contacted the landowner to carry out work to clear the ditch. The clerk 
advised Borough Cllr Brown would like confirmation of ownership of area adjacent to the 
Watermill and stream. 

4. Borough Councillor Report: Cllr S Brown was unable to attend.  
5. Police Report: No Officer from Suffolk Constabulary attended and no report had been 

received. 
6. Chair of Ixworth Patients Association: A report was given on the Ixworth Patient Association 

a copy of which is attached. It was highlighted there was no representative from Pakenham 
on the Association and it was hoped the Parish Council would consider sending a Councillor 
as a representative.  

7. Annual reports: 

• Allotments – An allotment holder advised they were going fine and the Clerk to the 
Council advised all allotments were currently being rented with a waiting list for 
plots to become available.  

• Monday Club – No report had been received. 

• Pakenham Charities – Pakenham Charities sent their report which was read to the 
meeting a copy of which is attached as well as a copy of the accounts. 

• Pakenham Social Club – A report had been received and was read to the meeting: 
We have nothing to report from the Pakenham Social Club during the last year as we 
haven’t put on any Social events.We are hoping to do something later this year. 

• Pakenham Village Hall and Playing Field Association – The Chairman attended and 
gave a report covering April 2017 – 18: No major project or hall repair was 
undertaken however once again, the committee have been instrumental in 
maintaining  ‘business as usual’ who without many of the yearly events just would 
not happen which benefit our community. Through the year the following events 
took place: After a few years of stable pricing the hall charges were raised, which 
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had no detrimental effect on bookings. A new water boiler was installed in the 
kitchen. A resident led the ditch cleaning next to the hall. The hall electric meter was 
replaced and a number of residents undertook the repainting of the pavilion. The 
hall floor was repaired after some unfortunate minor damage, the opportunity was 
taken to resurface the whole floor. A very successful flower & produce show was 
held in July and thanks to those who helped. A successful autumn quiz run by 
committee members was held bringing in some funds. Some minor plumbing work 
was carried out to the immersion heater and leaking taps and the playing field was 
treated for moles. The 100 club draw has grown to full capacity and the draw also 
saw an increase of the minimum prize from £10 to £15. The cleaner post was 
upgraded to Caretaker and a new CD player was purchased and installed giving USB 
and Bluetooth connectivity. Unfortunately after many weeks of dedicated 
rehearsals’ the four planned performance days of the pantomime were completely 
disrupted by the ‘beast from the east’ where snow made driving quite hazardous. A 
spring quiz again run by committee members raised some funds. The village website 
is currently under a refurb. With ongoing projects: replacement of the tree and 
seating outside the hall. Refurbishment of the playing fields pitch, mainly the goal 
mouths and post. Plans are well in place for the 2018 Flower and Produce Show. 
Thanks were given to the Parish Council for their support. 

• Parent and Toddler Group – The leader of the group attended and gave a report: 
This school year has been really challenging with a vast drop in numbers attending. 
Various advertising methods such as social media have been used which helped 
initially but after Christmas unfortunately the numbers dropped again. We were 
fortunate enough to get a large Charity commission cheque which helped 
substantially with the rent of the hall. It is therefore regrettable but the playgroup 
will be closing as of 13th July 2018. Our last day we are having a party for the last 
loyal few that regularly attend. Any money left in the playgroup account will be 
given back to the charity commission for them to redistribute it to another worthy 
cause. The leader of the group was thanked for all her hard work over the last few 
years with the group and it was hoped the toddler group may re-open in the future. 

• PCC : Churchwardens Report – The full Annual Report and Accounts are displayed in 
the church. St Marys tries to cater for the spiritual needs of the village, the church is 
open every day and a service of some kind is held every Sunday. We have held 
Baptismal services (2) weddings (1) and funerals (10) throughout the year We also 
have a plot of ground on the west front for the internment of the ashes of those 
cremated rather than buried. The Church is floodlit to commemorate special 
occasions such as golden weddings, family anniversaries and in memory of those 
departed this life. Fund raising events this year included a jumble sale, the outdoor 
theatre event on the Church meadow and the Christmas bazaar. Our thanks go to all 
who help us with these events. An innovation this year is a family service on the first 
Sunday of each month which we hope that parents will bring their children to a 
programme of service, activities and fun. This has got off to an encouraging start. 
We have contributed to various charities this year the full list being available in the 
annual report.  

• Threads – Threads is open to anyone, meeting every Wednesday other than Easter 
week, the month of August and the Wednesday of the Pakenham Panto Each 
Wednesday afternoon the village hall is filled with chat and laughter, along with 
encouragement for anyone who may have a question on their project. Refreshments 
are well catered from the ‘cake rota’. Pakenham Post Office is closed on a 
Wednesday afternoon so the group deals with direction’s, shop/PO hours of 
business are most information we’re asked for. Another good year for Threads – 
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meeting rent payment and contributing to the annual autumn outing of The Knitting 
& Stitching show at Alexander Palace and the Christmas meal.  

• Tree Wardens Report – I would like to thank the resident for trimming back the 
Bramble Bush which was spreading across Fen Road, and becoming a traffic menace 
opposite Oak Cottage. Over the last year we have carried out further maintenance 
and some emergency tree work at the Dell, the Allotments an parish burial ground. 
Hopefully, we will be able to carry out the hedge planting, which was not possible 
last winter at the Parish Burial Ground boundary. The intention is also to replace the 
diseased Cherry tree which had to be felled on the triangle of land at the rear of the 
Owell. We also have plans to remove the bramble infested Conifer hedge at the 
redundant Bowls Club site in preparation for future extra Allotments if required. I 
have continued to monitor the St Edmundsbury Hedge Reinstatement at the site in 
Mill Road which at best can be described as a non-event. Tree Warden 

• Village Newsletter – This is a Church and Community magazine and is distributed 
free to all residents in Pakenham and a number go out to the surrounding villages in 
the Church Benefice, thanks go to the distribution team. The magazine is 
administered by Pakenham Church by the selling of advertising. Proceeds of the 
magazine go towards a public photocopier in the Church if anyone wishes to use it. 
Unfortunately, the editor due to other commitments is having to give up the job and 
we are currently seeking a new editor by November. The post needs two days a 
month and anyone interested to contact the editor or C. Spicer.  

• Women’s Institute – The Women’s Institute Chair attended and gave a report which 
is attached. 

8.  Parish Council Report – The Chairman’s report included: Thanks went to all the Councillors 
particularly Cllr Dorling for all his help with trees and hedging throughout the village. Thanks 
also to Cllr Hopfensperger and Cllr Brown for all their help over the past year it is much 
appreciated. Unfortunately, Cllr Brookman resigned from the Council due to work 
commitments and it was hoped a new Councillor could be found quickly. It was fantastic the 
pub was doing well and had the support of the village and been voted pub of the year. The 
Clerk was thanked for all her work. The Parish Council do try to help residents and thanked 
the public for their continued attendance at the meetings. 

9. Open Forum – No one wished to speak. 
10.  Date of the next meeting: The date of the next meeting to be confirmed. 
There being no further matters the meeting closed at 8.10pm. 
 

 
 
 
Signed:                                           
 
Date: 


